Build Your First Website: Lesson One - Creating
Your Homepage

The first page you are going to create is called your Homepage. Your homepage is like the "welcome
mat" to the rest of your site.

It should catch the attention of your visitors, and give them a good idea about the rest of the content
on your site, and a clear way to navigate to this content. Beware of having too much information or

general "clutter" on your homepage. The idea is to get your visitors to dig deeper into your site by
navigating through the different pages you will be adding.

Once you have successfully created your free Yola account and verified your e-mail address you only
need to log in by entering your email address and password as shown below.
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Welcome to Yola - where you'll find all the tools you
need to build a website just the way you want.

If you hawve not verified your
e-mail address yet, do this by
going to the verification email
sent to you and clicking on the
link you will find in the e-mail
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That's it! You are now ready to create your first website!

When you create your account you will be taken through the steps of creating your first website. You
can create an unlimited number of sites with your one free account. We know you are going to want to
create lots of great sites, but let's take it easy for now and just get started on one!




In the Create New Site dialog box you will be prompted to:

1) Give Your Site a Name
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1. Choose your site name
If you're not sure, choose Website. You can always change your cholce later.
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This is the title of your website. It should be clear and simple, and be a good description of your site.
You can also choose between a normal website page or a blog page for your site.



2) Select Your Style

There are a wide variety of styles to choose from. Use the "Previous" and "Next" arrows, below the style
thumbnails, to browse through the available styles. When you want to see what one will look like, click
on it and a preview of the style will display to the right. Hint: It is easy to change your style, so don't

worry if you aren't quite sure which one to use. You can always change your mind later on by clicking
on the "Change Style" button.
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3) Choose Your Color

Many of our styles have additional color palettes to choose from. Click on one of the color palettes to
see a preview of the style in that particular color.

When you are happy with your choices, click on "OK" on the bottom right of the dialog box.

Immediately after clicking on "OK", you will be taken to the first page of your website.



You have just created your first website! Now you can start building your website by adding some
content. There is a content sidebar located on the right-hand side of your screen. This is where you will
find all the tools to add content to your site:
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content to your site in the
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4) Style Layout Options

After you have selected your style you now have the option of one of 9 layouts. Click on the "Change
Layout" button to view the options.
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You can start with a blank page, or use a preset layout with drop zones to give you greater control over

your content.




Drag and drop widgets vertically OR horizontally to easily achieve the best look and feel. You can use
the same layout for your whole site, or a different one on each page.

5) Adding Text

Drag and drop the text widget onto your page.
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Click inside the Text widget that you have just added to your page to start adding text. Just type in a
few short paragraphs or, if you like, copy and paste some text you would like to add to your page. You
will notice that a Text editing toolbar opens up at the top of your page. It looks very similar to the Text
toolbar on other software you might have used.
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Use this toalbar to format your
text - Bold, Italic, Font Face, Font
Color, Insert Image, etc
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Let's use the Text Editing toolbar to change the formatting of some of our copy. Try doing any or all of
the following:

+ Make some text bold, and underline or italicize it

« Cross out (strike-through) a few words of your text

« Change the font style

+ Type in a heading at the top of your text and change the font format to "Heading 1"

« Change the color of some of the text, or add background color for your text

« Change the alignment of your text Make a mistake? Just use the green left arrow icon on the
Text toolbar to undo. Deleted something by accident? Use the green right arrow icon to redo.

Here are a few more things you might want to try, if you are feeling really energetic:

« Create a bulleted list

« Indent some text

« Center or left align it

+ Add a link to another website
+ Add an image

Well done! You are now an expert at text editing in Yola! Remember these options when you add more
text.

Remember to save your page frequently to avoid losing your hard work. Yola will prompt you to save at
key moments, but you should save after every significant change.

You can continue to read/view our other tutorials on the following topics:

Build Your First Website: Lesson 2, Adding New Pages & Photos
Build Your First Website: Lesson 3, Publishing Your Site



http://www.yola.com/tutorials/adding-new-pages
http://www.yola.com/tutorials/publishing-your-site
http://www.yola.com/tutorials/publishing-your-site
http://www.yola.com/tutorials/publishing-your-site
http://www.yola.com/tutorials/adding-new-pages
http://www.yola.com/tutorials/adding-new-pages

	1) Give Your Site a Name 
	2) Select Your Style 
	3) Choose Your Color 
	4) Style Layout Options 
	5) Adding Text 

